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Taming the Tongue
Part I – Its Potential to Condemn

James 3:1-3
Introduction:

Why not blame the heart?
Hebrews stresses the guilty member, not the heart.
Feet swift to shed blood – murder

Eyes of adultery –
So, the tongue expresses the heart. 

Rabbis used to say, “The tongue is an arrow” Not a knife – an arrow kills at a distance. We all carry around a concealed weapon. Open your mouth and it’s unconcealed.

 Unless you have your tongue under control - Keep your mouth shut.
Men speak 25,000 words a day – women 30,000 

    54 page book a day

    66 – 800 page books a year

When Paul wants to show the depravity of man, he goes straight for the mouth in Romans 3:13-14,
”Their throat is an open tomb; With their tongues they have practiced deceit”; “the poison of snakes is under their lips”; ”whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.”

Context: Chapter 3 of James is between chapter 1-2 and 4-5.
 “swift to hear slow to speak” (1:19)
The absence of works often there is an abundance of words.  
James starts in on an ailment we all have – talking too much.

 “My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment.” (3:1)
His Point: Don’t rush into the teaching position.

Procedure: Ask and answer a series of questions. 

I.  Shouldn’t All Believers Be Teachers? – 3:1a
“My brethren, let not many of you become teachers..,”
A. Moses – 
Numbers 11:26-29
“Oh that all the LORD’s people were prophets and that the LORD would put His Spirit upon them!”

B. Jesus –

Matthew 28:19-20
“teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you;”
C. Paul – 

1 Corinthians 9:16b
“woe is me if I do not preach the gospel”
1 Timothy 1:3   
“If any man desires the office of overseer, (primarily teaching), he desires a good thing.”
James is not saying, “Don’t teach”; “but don’t begin to teach without a realization of the seriousness involved.” Sinning with your tongue in private is one thing, but to sin in public, as a teacher, is quite another.

II. What Kind of Teaching is Involved?
A.  Official Positions  - δάσκαλοι -- Master, Rabbi
1. The Jews had Official Teachers – Nicodemus
Many of them loved their title

Matthew 23:6-7
“They love the best places at feasts the best seats in the synagogues, greetings in the marketplaces, and to be called by men, ‘Rabbi, Rabbi’
2. The Church has Official Teachers
Ephesians 4:11
“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teacher….”
1 Corinthians 12:28

“And God has appointed these the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers,”
We find quest speakers in the assembly - Jesus in Luke 4 and Paul in Acts 13.
1 Timothy 1:6b-7

“…from which some, having strayed, have  turned aside to idle talk, desiring to be teachers of the law, understanding neither what they say nor the things which they affirm.”
So, there were official teachers, there were also unofficial teachers

B. Unofficial Positions

In the informality of the church meetings – people spoke up and some of them had nothing to say, or heresy to say.
So, it was not so different from today -- We have official teachers and leaders. We have Sunday School and AWANA teachers.
III. Who are the Violators
A. Scriptural Examples

Note: Some were passing themselves off as apostles in the early church.
1 John 2:19
“They (false apostles…) went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us.”
1 Corinthians 14:26

“How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation.” 
B. Present Day Examples

We have official teachers who should not be there. We have unofficial teachers who should not be there. James is warning against those people.
IV. Who is being Warned
A.  Not to Genuinely Gifted, Qualified, Called
B.  But to False Teachers, Ignorant, Unqualified, Unprepared, Wrongly Instructed.

C. Warnings of Responsibility
Ezekiel 3:17-18, 33:8
“Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore hear a word from My mouth, and give them warning from Me: When I say to the wicked, 'You shall surely die,' and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life, that same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand.”

Acts 20:26-27
“Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.”
Hebrews 13:17
“Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account.  Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.”
V.  What is the Danger? – 3:1b
“knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment.”
A. It Involves All Teachers

Everyone who teaches is warned by James. “We” includes James

2 Timothy 2:15a

“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God..,”
B. It Involves Shame
2 Timothy 2:15b

“…A worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”
I John 2:28

“And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.”
C.  It Involves Judgment - κρίμα
Again the WE…..

Judgment is a neutral word – context
Believers will be judged at the Bema Seat (I Cor. 3 and II Cor. 5:10) but not for eternal destiny. Gold….and wood….. are the quality of our works.
D.  It Involves Reward - determined by the works
E.   It should be Heeded – “Do”
This is no small thing. There is more written about reward than about salvation. The loss will be eternal.
VI. Can the Problem Be Avoided? – 3:2

“For we all stumble in many things. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body.”
A. We All Stumble in Many Ways
Again “WE” - We all sin in many ways: πταίομεν 

Romans 3 tell us that about the entire race.

It is also true of believers

I John 1:8, 10

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us… If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.”
In between is the remedy for the sin, (verse 9)
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

B. The Tongue is the Major Way
C.  The Best Way to Correct the Problem is to Control the Tongue
Conclusion:

So, I’ll play it safe. I won’t teach either officially or unofficially – wrong!

· If God has given you the gift of teaching,
· If God has given you the opportunity to teach,

· If God has called you to teach,

· Remember what Paul said, “Woe is me if I preach not the Gospel.”

Just go into your ministry with your eyes open to what the Word says about:

· The seriousness of your calling,

· The danger if you don’t get control of your tongue

· The rewards when you stand before the one Who called you.

